Transcript

Michelle Leonard Teacher Testimonial

Hi, my name is Michelle Leonard and I work for the Southbank Institute of Technology in Children’s Services.

Question: Tell me about Children’s Services?
Yes, here at Southbank we offer a number of courses in Children’s Services such as the certificate, the diploma and the advanced diploma.

Question: Describe the qualifications and outcomes.
Certainly, there’s a range of qualifications that students who study Children’s Services can come away with, from working as an assistant in a child care centre to becoming a group leader and furthering their qualifications they can be a director in charge of a child care service.
Question: What can students expect?
In our programs, we believe in real learning for our students. We have the play group set up so that is a working playgroup. We have children come into our playgroup 3 days a week for a morning session with their parents. This gives the student the opportunity to get to know children and their parents and interact with them on a basic level. When a student comes to us, until they have their blue card they can’t actually participate in this environment due to legislation, however, once they get their blue card they can come into our playgroup and start exploring the things that they are learning in the theory side of their course which is very important.
Question: What is unique about the courses?
Our playgroup is quite unique to Southbank, in that we have practical workstations set up for our students to gain some practical experience before being allowed out to practise on real life children. So, such as nappy changing facilities, also craft, how to make paints and things like that, dramatic play corner set up so the students can explore the differences in dramatic play.
Question: Why choose Southbank Institute?
At Southbank we also have a range of study options. Students can study face to face, they can study externally, through traineeship and apprenticeship programs and also just as an external student. Our face to face delivery can be studied part time, is flexible as well, so we really do provide a number of programs to capture a wide audience.
